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Amid tumbling consumer confidence and economic jitters, a celebration of the 30th 
anniversary of the IBM Personal Computer offered hope about the region's economic 
future. 

Many South Floridians don't realize that Big Blue launched the PC in Boca Raton and did 
business with a young guy named Bill Gates. 

The event, at IBM's former computer plant off of Yamato Road, shows a lot of talent stayed 
after IBM largely left. That talent is still contributing to our economy. 

Panelist Ed Iacobucci was the original architect of IBM's OS/2 operating system and went 
on to found Citrix Systems, the region's largest software company. Like a good serial 
entrepreneur should, Iacobucci is seeking to overcome his lack of success with DayJet with 
his new VirtualWorks Group. 

Audience member Traver Kennedy, who was previously chief strategist at Citrix, told me 
his Miami Beach company, Molecular Power Systems, is developing a fuel source cheaper 
than gas with no carbon footprint. He has a lab in Tuscon, Ariz., and said he's about to 
close on a $3 million investment. 

The point of the program was aptly summarized by Deborah Vazquez, CEO of Protech 
and co-chairman of the South Florida Technology Alliance: "After this program, I think you 
will all realize that South Florida has earned its reputation as a technology hub." 

The coolest title among the panelists belonged to Patty McHugh – "the mother of the 
motherboard" and one of the original 12 designers of IBM's PC in Boca Raton. 

"I do have a patent on it," McHugh said. 
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She also was involved in the PS/2, the PC Jr. and the ThinkPad, IBM's first notebook. 

She went on to Motorola and helped develop a device with a little keyboard that did text 
messaging on a pager network. She got a laugh when she said the competitor was a 
Canadian company, a veiled reference to Research In Motion, developer of the 
BlackBerry. 

McHugh eventually came back to IBM and Boca Raton, working on voice systems. 

"When you talked to your Honda or Acura, that was my system," she said. 

Panelist Gary Wisgo worked with McHugh at IBM and went on to oversee Sensormatic's 
security system at the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta. 

More recently, he was president and CEO of GeoFocus, a Boca Raton company that 
developed on board communications for light rail systems in Phoenix and Seattle. He sold 
that company and also had a stint at C3 Location Systems, a Boca Raton company that 
uses GPS technology. 

Iacobucci's DayJet was caught up in Wall Street's 1998 meltdown. 

"I’ll never forget the day Lehman went under," he said. "My friends said you are not going 
to get capital if Lehman can't." 

Iacobucci said he moped around awhile, but then started VirtualWorks, which bought a 
Norwegian company that offers searches and indexing data across multiple computer 
systems. 

"Nobody can find anything," Iacobucci told me before the panel discussion. He has 16 
employees in South Florida and 14 more in Norway. 

For Apple CEO John Sculley, who said he's excited about technology in South Florida, is 
an example of the type of mentor who can help grow South Florida companies. 

He is a director for OpenPeak, which has 110 engineers and was profiled Aug. 5 in the 
Business Journal; chairman of 3Cinteractive, a mobile transaction specialist whose CEO, 
John Duffy, is a Business Journal Ultimate CEO honoree; chairman of Watermark Medical, 
which does home sleep testing; and an active investor in Digital Domain, which opened 
an animation studio in Port St. Lucie and is building an education center in West Palm 
Beach. 

Click here to see what Sculley said about his time at Apple and Steve Jobs. 

Citrix CEO Mark Templeton said that, after he joined Citrix as head of marketing in 1995, 
he told other executives there "was not a chance" the company could go public because 
the region lacked the infrastructure and talent to build a large software company. 
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He was proven wrong, and Citrix (NasdaqGS: CTXS) now has more than 6,000 employees. 

"We had to actually grow our own here and import," he said. "I thought we could never do 
it. Thank God I was wrong about both." 
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